Artwork by prisoners who support Black & Pink

Keep an eye out for stars throughout the
guides. Stars point out important deadlines
and timelines!
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If you are trans and prison staff wants
to search you, you have a say!
(1) You can ask a guard you are
comfortable with to search you
OR
(2) You can ask that a medical
professional search you
The prison should let you shower
apart from other prisoners.
Guards of a different gender may
not be in the shower area when a
trans person is showering.

Prison staff may NOT search you to
figure out whether you have male or
female body parts.
Staff have to undergo training about
how to search transgender prisoners
.

To change your name, you must file an application in the probate
court of the county where you live (the county the prison is in).
You must have lived in that county for at least one year at the time
of changing your name.
Notice of your application has to be given by publication in a local
newspaper at least 30 days prior to the hearing.

If you are trans, the prison should
consider your health, safety, and
housing preference to decide
where to house you.
The PREA Accommodation
Strategy Team has to re-assess all
transgender prisoners at least
every six months about their
housing.

You cannot legally change your name if
you have been convicted of a crime
relating to sexual assault, child abuse, or
identity fraud.
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Gender Dysphoria is a
clear difference between
how you see your
gender identity and the
gender others see.
This difference must
last for more than 6
months.

This difference must
cause medically
obvious distress.

Hormone Replacement Therapy
(HRT)
Gender Reassignment Surgery
or related surgery
Counseling
Social or legal transitions that fit with
your gender identity

Only women’s prisons are required to provide
tampons and pads. Men’s facilities most likely
won’t have them.
The Managing Officer can allow other personal
hygiene items to be in the commissary to buy.

If prison staff do not treat your
Gender Dysphoria, you can bring an
Eighth Amendment violation claim
against them, but you have to file a
grievance first (See PLRA
guide, pages 1-3).
Ohio does not let people get gender
reassignment surgery while in prison.
Courts have said it's ok if a prison
doesn't even give trans people
hormones, as long as it gives
counseling. If you need hormones or
surgery, you will have to work extra
hard to convince the court that no
other sort of treatment will be
enough. Try and get doctors on your
side.

Prison staff are required to assess
prisoners who had gender
reassignment surgery before going to
prison to see if they need Hormone
Therapy.

